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and J. C. O'Laughlin, a young newspaper man, the son of
Irish parents, and a Catholic, but a straight-out American,
O'Laughlin was anxious to prevent the Vatican from com-
mitting what he felt would be a great blunder; and when
I stopped at Naples, he went on to Borne to see Merry del
Val. I told him that I should be glad to have him arrange
matters, but that it must be distinctly understood that I
would not withdraw from my position, or make, or acquiesce
in, any stipulations as to my conduct. He had a long and
fruitless talk with Merry del Val. The chief point of inter-
est in this talk was that Merry del Val told him that if I
would secretly agree not to visit the Methodists he was
quite willing then it should be publicly announced that I
had made no agreement! It never occurred to him, Cardi-
nal and Prince of the Church as he was, that this was an
invitation to me to take part in a piece of discreditable
double-dealing and deception; and it shows the curious
moral callousness of his type that later, to justify himself
and to show how conciliatory he had been, he actually him-
self made public the fact that he had made this proposition,
evidently having no idea that any one would find it repre-
hensible. Why, a Tammany Booclle alderman would have
been ashamed to make such a proposal.

Accordingly I was not presented at the Vatican; I made
public the correspondence which showed why I had not
been, and at the same time, through The Outlook, published
the following statement to the American people:

NAPLES,
April 3, 1910.
Dear Dr. Abbott:

Through The Outlook I wish to make a statement to my
fellow-Americans regarding what has occurred in connec-
tion with the Vatican. I am sure that the great majority
of my fellow-citizens, Catholics quite as much as Protes-
tants, will feel that I acted in the only way possible for an
American to act, and because of this very fact I most
earnestly hope that the incident will be treated in a matter-